THE HIGH COURT OF THE WESTERN PACIFIC
(CRIMINAL JURISDICTION)

BEFORE: The Honourable Mr. Justice J. Bodilly
exercising jurisdiction under the
rovisions of the Western Pacific
%Courts) Order in Council, 1961.

HOLDEN: At Auki in the British Solomon Islands
Protectorate on .ggi:ﬁﬂa the 2>«

day of 2zitaiben sy 1966 at es2.
o'clock in the /,,_,,_, noone

REGINA
versus

1. GWALIAST

17. FALUTABUMA
18. G. KIRIAU
19. REBECCA ~
20. FATAU

21. EMELY )
22, WANEORU

For the Crown: A S P Morgan , Auki Police,

For the Accused: Arch Deacon Thomson with leaave appears
far.all Accused. §%1 Acc: state they
oI

wilish his assistan

Interpreter: Salan, Ga'a. S3wrn on Bible.
Charge explained to the accused: by Judge

Accused when called upon to plead says:

FIRST ACCUSED. Not Guilty SECOND ACCUSED: /Yo7 Gur«7y.

-

THIRD ACCUSED: — ¢ — FOURTH ACCUSED:

— s -




5TH_ACCUSED:
7TH _ACCUSED:

9TH_ACCUSED:
11TH ACCUSED:

13TH ACCUSED:
15TH_ACCUSED:

17TH _ACCUSED:
19TH ACCUSED:
21ST ACCUSED:

Court enters a plea of:

Mr¥organ.

Mr,

1ST ACCUSED:
3RD_ACCUSED:
5TH_ACCUSED:
7TH _ACCUSED:
9TH_ACCUSED:

11 TH ACCUSED:
13TH ACCUSED:

15TH ACCUSED:

17TH ACCUSED:

19TH ACCUSED:

21ST ACCUSED:

Morgam:

IYor

Loti

Gurely

6TH ACCUSED:

8TH_ACCUSED:
10TH_ACCUSED:

12TH ACCUSED:

1LTH ACCUSED:

16TH ACCUSED:

18TH ACCUSED:

20TH ACCUSED:

22ND ACCUSED:

2ND _ACCUSED:

4TH ACCUSED:
6TH ACCUSED:

8TH ACCUSED:

10TH ACCUSED:

12TH ACCUSED:

A4TH ACCUSED:

16TH ACCUSED:

18TH ACCUSED:

20TH_ACCUSED:

22ND ACCUSED:

is decegsed,

JAer ﬁu:afy.

I present a nolle in thspect Acc:, 8 ( Togi)

T will proceed directly with my evidence.



PWI: Kalabeti
Ata'a Villarse, Malaita.

Sworn on devil Kwalili and three others.

I am a pagan. I have a Tambu house. A tambu hose
is where we pagans worship our devils and mke offerings. [
In my house I make offerings to my devils. My devils
are Kwalili, Marikoa, Taloinao and Tabusu. I worship them
all in the same Tambu house. I also worship other devils of
my mothers side in a different house. I worship my
fathers devils Kwiaili at my tambu house at Ferasuboa.

My mothers devil is Naranara and the tambu house for thal
devil is at Sula'ina. My mother has only the one devil.

To me,my fathers devils are -“he more important. I have
worthﬁed my devils at Ferasuboa once each year. On others
occasions during the year my father and I visited ths tambu
house to visit tne devils only. My father died last monthg.
The only other person whom I know visited that Tambu

house was Waldasi ( Acc 2). Walasi used to visit the shrne
and offer pigs. Since October last year Walasi has become

a Christian and does not visit any more. Other pegople o
elso worshifed there - Magi, Mango, Falisi and |
many others. When they went to offer pigs many people would
be at the Tambu House. The# people do not go secretly. They gd
go openly in the day time. The Tambu house is a walled

area and inside there are three sacred places. It has

no roof. The three places are as follows—- Fuabaita

is the place for feasting, Erintongua is the place for

making peace offerings and Erinfabua is the place for

the sacrifice of pigs. In these three places =ExaxkEptx
Sselections of ©bones and skulls are not kept but the

bones and skulls are kept in separate houses close by.

Those houses have roofs to cover the bones. The bones are
those of zmr my and WalasIs;( A.?2) grandfathers and

anceastors. Walasi is my true uncle. Anita was the person
immediately in charge of the tambu place. He is now

dead. He was to us a priest. He died last October. I heard
thigp"fw?ﬁén went to Ferasuboa on the 23rd October 65.

I went to my tambu house. There I saw Anita'a body.

The body was in the sleeping house which is near to th

tambu house. ( a kind of rest house for worshippers)

Walasi (A2), George Kiriau ( AI8) were in a house near

the house where the body was. ( W: identifies A2 and AIS8

in Court)., I had a talk with Walasi (A2).I asked him what

the people were doing in that house. Therg were several pr—
besides A2 and AI8. A2 said " today I must be_come a Christit

ian. " . I do not know why he said that. When Anita died

there was noone to take his place as pagan priest. He was

the last of fthe priests. When A2 said he must become a
Christian I said"all right you be a Christian but leave this|
place for me.", I referred to the Tambu place.

After I had finished talking with A2 I went to the womens’
house. There were many people there. I can remember
seeing A3, AI3, AI? and AIO. I-g;aﬁ!nd with them.




priest to do it for me.

" saying Christian prayers over the body of Anita.

Then I said that I wanted to see Kiriau ( AI8). I

spoke with him. I said to AI8 to take Anita's

body and bury it in the sleeping house where it was then
lying and to leave the Tambu place as it was. Kiriau said
that he had had a message from Bishop Lennard that if he
buried the body of Anita he should destroy the tambu place.
Kiriau did not say he wanted to bury the body in any
particular place. When Kiriau said he was going to
destroy the tambu place I was very angry but I said
nothing. The reason why I asked a Christian priest Kiriau

to bury Anita was because nobody else would bury Anita.
Noone was worthy to do ift.

(Adjurned I2 noon

Reassembled 2?2 p.m.

All parties present as before, )

(A

It was actually Walasitého asked Kiriau to bury Anita. .
I did not agree. T did not agree because T was afraid that
Kiriau might destroy the Holy places. I wanted him buried
inside the sleeping house. I woulld not have objected

to Kiriau burying the bodyfif he had buried it in the
sleeping houcse. I did not want it buried in the Tambu
kaxgx house. After the conversation about burying the
body the people went and spoiled the tambu place.

AIS8, A3,AI2,A6,A9,AT7420, A2T and A5 I can reméber

took part. They dug two holes. A3,ATI4,A22 and AI dug

the holes. After they dug the holes they put the

body of Anita in one hole and then thy took tky my
ancestors bones and put them in the other. They then
buried both the body and the bones. Kiriau buried the
body in Christian manner. I did not like Kiriau

In my belief they defiled the dead body by doing that.
When they prayed over the bones as well,I believe that
they exercised my devils and took their power from them.
When they began to cover upm the body and the bones s# st
I was sorry and went awaye. Kiriau prayed over the body afh
the bones beforethey bur.ied them. The people also
cleared away all the bushes and the trees fromfthe

tambu place. They also took away the circles of stones
from the three sacred places. I saw A3,AI3 and A22

engaged in removing the stones. Ther- were other

poeple also inside the tambu place. Neither men nor ‘
women must set foot in the Tambu place itself. Nobody f
may go there except a pagan priest. When I saw the people |
inside the Tambu place I was grieved. I thought it would
bring about my death,the despoiling of my tambu place.

My devils could be restored to power by my paying someone
not necessarily a priest, to reconstruct the tambu plgce.
T cannot say how much I should have to pay. This has
never happened before. I cannot do it myself because

I woulidie. It is common knowledge that, it is wrong to en:
enter a tambu place.

If I had become a Christian I could have destroyed
the place myself¥ I think I would ask a Christian

The reason why the people wanted to destroy the tambu
place was because Anita the last pagan priest had
died. The death of the priest does not alter the
character of the place.




XX by Rev. Thomson.

My devils are three from Ferasuboa and one from
Asiasi, A2 and my father built the tambu place.
My father always lived at Ferasubog. When Anita died
as priest he is succeeded by a new priest whom we ha@e to
seek and find. A2 is not the som of Anita. I had no chance
to find another priest to replace Anita. We find someone
fit to be a priest and then we engage him for our
Tambu house. A priest is trained. One priest can serve
a number of places. It is not hecessary that the priest must
have been tr:ined by the priest whom he relésves.
The priest has to sudy the devils of the partiultar
shrine. If therefore a priest dies without a trained
successor for that shrine no more sacrifices can be made
there., When Anita died the shrine became closed to me
for worship. I could not find a successor before Anita
died because so many people had been converted to Christianity
I should have to search and find a priest somewhere.
It is correct that Anita had been sick for a long time
before the died. Anita has made sacfrices for me many times.
A2 and my father and I all sacrifieed there.
Sacrifices are public and many people have seen us doing it.
When I came to Feraseboa after Anita died I spoke with
AI8. I told him not to damage the tambu place. I told

ATI8 to bury Anita in his dwelling house. Anita's house is
in Feraseboa village.

Re X:

The sacrifices are quite public. It is a feast day.

By Court:
The feasts are not regular.

It is possible to get another priest. But till another
priest is found noone can sacrifice there. When Anita
died the place was still Tambu though it could not be used.
If the people had not buried my ancestors bones I would
have left them at the Tambu place ws /Ay arere bogre.

‘==»4;;41A//31dﬂ;;2 .

PW2: Mango Manu
Ferasuboa Village. Pagan . Sworn on devil Toba'a.

I am a cultivator. I am a pagan. My tambu house
is at Ferasuboa. My tambu house is spoiled? It was
destroyed by A4, A5 A6 A9 ATIO AIT AI2 IT7 A I6 A2I
AI9 A20 AT A22. Thoseare the ones I remember.
I was at the tambu plage and saw them destroy it.
It was in October 65. I was outside the Tambu
place. I did not go inside because I was afraid of the
Accused who were destroying the place. They came to the
pdace walking two by two. Kiriau ( AI8) was walking ¥at
their head. They were carrying incense chains and went straig
into the tambu place. They walked through the areﬂhnd




outside again and collected the bones from the bone house
and then dug two holes in the tambu place and buried
Anita‘’s body in one hole and the bbnes in the other.

The bones were the bones of A2s father and his ancestors.
I was standing afar off ( indicates 50 yards) and other
people came betweedand whem and I did not see exactly
who dug the holes. I saw A4 AT9 A20 A9 AI6 A2I A6 actually
carrying hones. They carried them in handsfull. I saw
them throw the bones into one of the holes. I cannot
identify anyone else. There were very many people there.
I did not stay to see any more. I went away.

I have not been back since to that place. I was very
upset and went away.

I use the same tambu place as PWI and I have also a
special place for me in it. The bones are of my ancestors
too. A2 is my xraxafzxkzr uncle. When I saw my ancestors
bones being buried like that, I did not say anything
but I was upset. That place was my principal place of
worship. It was spoiled. I cannot say how often I went to
worship there. It was irregular. Sometimes I would go
myself and sometimes it was when a feast was held, I
went there quite openly.

Only a priest is allowed inside the tambu place.

Women are not allowed near the place.?Egeryone knows this.
22n

The priest was Anita. He died &n/October 65. He was the
last of the priestsa. He died the day before all the people
destroyed the tambu plaee.

The pagans in the area had not yet met to decide what
to do when the priest died. The plawse remained holy
even though the priest had died. ,

I was presant when PWI spoke to AJ4 about the
burial of Anita. PWI said to AI4 that the body must be taken
away and bried and the Tambu place must be left alone,
AT4 said to PWI that he should discuss the matter with
AI8 or with Father John,the Roman Catholic priest.
A7 was also pre:ent and he said " Oh, let us go and dig
g hole inside there and bury the body ". There were
many people standing about. I did not hear anyone else say
anything about burging the body.

XX by Thomson:

éﬁi&%xg%§§wxx about 9 or IO in the morning. The body was

buried next morning between 8 and 9 a.m. I had no talk
with ATIS8.

e In our custom if a préiest dies we have to ehgage
another one.
The last time & sacrificed was about a y=ar before

When Anita died there was noone to follow him,
Anita died. Kailafa was WalasI's father. He died long
|

ag0. If a priest dies and he has a son it is easy to

replace the priest but if he has no som Qr brothers E—
it is very difficult. Walasi could not have been priest.

The devil has to find his own priest. At present it is —

difficult for the devil to find a priest because the
tambu place has been prayed over and destroyed.
Re X.

Both of Anita's sons have become Christianse. A I4 and
A I5 are the two sons of Anita.




By Court: - -

I do not know the reason why the Accused decided to
bury the body inside the Tambu place. It is against
cus om to bury a priest inside the tambu place., He is burged
outside and later on his bones are placed inside. Any one

else is buried outside and the bones are never placed inside
the tambu place.

5 p.m. Court adjourns to 8.30 a.m. 28,9,66, Zz . -

8 g.m. 28.9.66 court reasgembles.
Parties as before.

Pw2 recalled by Court, Same oath.

According to our customs women are not allowed
to handle humgn bones. Everyone knows that.

No XX by Morgan.
__LJ?MMULLZ B
/

No XX by Thomson.

PW 3 Magi

——

Saua Village. Pagan. Sworn on devil Taloi Nao.

I am a pagan from Saoa Villace. I worship at Ferasuboa
tambu place. Last year I went to Ferasuboa and T saw the
poeple destroying the stones in the tambu place. T was upset |
and I wanted to take the people to court. They spoiled a
holy place. (Correction- I saw the place had been destroyed)

I went to Feracsuboa with the police when theywere making
enquiries. I did not see the destruction. I used to visit the ,
Tambu place frequently because I live in the villageyof pr—
Ferasuboa from time %o time. TFerasuboa is the main village.
Saoa is about 8 miles away. We make a feast every six or seven,
Just to visit,T would go three or four times in a month.

In October last year Anita the priest died. We could
not do anything till the devil indicated a successor.
Many people used to offer at that tambu place.=Tin Moa,
Falisi, Qwaila, Sanga and many others. Affer Anita had died

we could not wershipx sacrifice there till we found another
prieste.

XX by Thomson:
T have a tambu house at Saoa village also. That is for
a small devil. My main deveils are at Ferasmboa. I also used
to sacrifice %® at Sana. The last time T sacrifide at
Ferasuboa might hgve been four or five ve .rs ago.
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After M priest has died we could not replace him
because kiIx all his people had become Christians.
If a priest dies noone EX® may bury him exceps’
another priest. Another priest from another place
Can be paid to take over. It might take us ten
years to find another priest, becaue the devil has to
select. If t&% wrong priest comes We might all die.
I do not agree that if a priest dies the tambu place is
finished. We still use it. Any new priest must be
a worshipper of the same devils.

No Re X. e ,
Pttty ”
-J"“‘AZ /““'Z

PW 4. Falisi Bauro

Ferasebaa village. Pagan. Sworn on devil
: Taloi Nau.

I am a pag=an. I have been a pagan for ten yeass.
Before that T was a member of the Evangelical Mission.
I now worship my devils at Ferasuboa.

In October last vear I was at the Tambu. It was
22.70.65 that Anita died. On 23.I0.65 I went to the
Tambu place. I saw a 1ot of people burying the
old priest. I saw at that place A3, I4,22,15,7, IO, 6
4,9, 17, 12, 5, 2I, 20, I3, I8. T rem&ber them all at
the place. I was at that place first. The accused
all came together. AI8 was leading and AI4 came next.
When they came they went into the tambu place and began
to destroy it. There are three p.laces for worship
inside the area. I saw A2I carrying bones. She put them
in a hole in the tambu place which had been dug, She put
the bones down gently. I did not stay to watch any more.
I went away. I saw the holes being dug. AIO,I5,22,and 3

were engaged in digging the hole into which the bones were

put. I saw the hole being dug for the burial of the
priest. The same people dug both holes. The place is
an artifical island and m,de of ldse stones. The people
picked out the stones with their hands.

I did not stay to see the body of Anita buried.
I did not hear any talk about the burying. When T saw
bones being moved I was veryv upset. I turned avayv.

There is a wall round the tambu place. Noone may go inside

the wall. There is still another wall ( marking) outside
the inner wall and women are not allowed inside that
but men are. I saw the accused , both men and women,

go right inside the holy part of the tambu place.

I was upset.zrxxsinzex thxtxdzy After this day I went
back to seefthe place. The wall was still there but all
the holy stones inside had been removed.

PhExXxrXxxt When the devil needed a pig I used to
give one to the priest and he would sacrifice it for e,

h




first
The X#XX/time I did that was in I956, I have in
all sacrlflpcedaflve pigs. I only sacrificed one at
a time when the devil asked ne. Since Anita died
I have not sacrificed because there has been no priest.
Only four people of my line worshioped there.

Ty Court: When the devil wants a pig he asks for a sacrific
We cannot take a pig for sacrifice unless the devil asks.
The priest does not ask for the pig. A man himself knows
when the devil wants a pig because something goes wrong
which indicates it.

XX by Thomsone N

I also have a tabu h~use called Manusafia, It is also
in the area of tambu at Ferasebaa. WMy house Manusafia
also had bones in it. Those bones were not moved.

There was g wall round Mgnusafia which was not touched
by the accuced.

ReX by Morgan:

Although my Manusafia was not touched I was upset beoauée
my yiIzzExxmf other places of sacrifice were damaged.

’ b
SRty -

PW5 Misitoumu
P.C. 254 Police Auki. Sworn on Bible.

I know AB. I interviewed him on 3.32.65. I w-rned
hinm twat the police were enquiring into the incident of
Anitas furiel. I cautioned him. T wrote it down. He
made a voluntary statement. I wrote it down. T re_ad
it back to him. He p:t his thumb print to it as correct. ;

B This was done in the Lau laguage which we both speak. -
T then made a translation of the statement in English.

( Thomson dées not object to the statement. He says
he makes no objection to any of the statements)

/
ExA and A ( Ex A original and AT translation put in.)

On the 3.I165 I interviewed A4. He is in Courtradso
A5 and A6 and A9 and ATO and AT? and AI4 and AT5 and -
AT6 and AI7 and A2T. I informed each of them that I was “
making enquiries 1nto‘An1ta gtncident. I cautioned and ‘
recorded the caution in each case and I wrote down
the cautions. They each made sepgarate voluntary stade
mentg in their own language- Lau-. I wrote them down
and read them back to the accused and each signed or e
marked - the atatements g8 being correat.

I recorded the statemewkts of A4 5 6 9 I0 in pidgin.'
Also T4 I5 I6 I7 2I were recorded in nidgin.

T made translations to English of each staement.

iy 8 e T — Sane sl MVl 8 SN I e b i PP
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(Statement of A4 put in Ex B and il )
( Statement of A5 put in Ex C and CI)
( Statement 5" A6 put in Ex D and DI)
( Statement of A9 put in Ex E and EI)
(sStatement of AIO put in Ex F and FI)
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( Statement of AI2 put in Ex G and G)
(Statement of A T4 put in Ex H and HT)
(Statement of AT5 put in Ex I and I')

(Stasement of A I6 put in Ex K and KI)

K ( Statement of A I7 put in Ex L and LI)

( Statement of A 2T put in Ex M and M')
X BLeXBNERE ¥ TR

On 4,I2.65 I interviewed A II and A20.
T followed the same procedure as to caution.

( Statement of A20 put in Ex N and N1)
( Statement of AII put in Ex O and OI)

kSxukengntxnfXAX

No XX.

_—<7171¢{2A43;ﬁ4L; £
—_

PW6 Bekeli
P.C. I32 Police Auki.

Sworn on Bible.

I was stationed during I965 at Ma'alu. On 3.I2.65
I intereviewed AI, A3, A7, AI3, and A22., I took
cautioned statements. Ixusgs I cauti-ned them
each a2nd wrete down the caution and each made a voluntary
statement. I wrote down the statement. I r ad it back
t0 each and they each signedthe atatement and caution.
I took the statements in pidgin.

( Thomson does not object to the st%%ments taken
by this W:

( Stdement of AT put in Ex P and BY) *
( statement of A3 put in Ex Q and QI)

( Statement of A7 put in Ex R and RT)

( Statement of AI3 put in Ex S and SI)

( Statement of A 22 put in Ex T and TT)




Defence.

. explaiped.

i My true father is Moiata. I heard Walasi send a message
'to AI8 to summon AI8 to bury Anita. A2 and myself discussed
-the measure and decided to eall on AI8., ——w

On the 2.I2.65 I interviewed A I8. I warned him that
I was enquiring into the Anita incident. I took a
cautioned statement. I used the same nrocedure.
( Stasement of AT8 put in Bx U and UL)

No XX by Thomson. , s = -

f,,,45n07h4§7/442 .

Mr. Morgan: That closes my case.

Court gives oportunity at this stage to any of the
Accused to recall a PW and put to him anything which has
not been raised on their behalf by Mr. Thomson. ‘

None of Accused wish any PW recalled.

Rights of Accused regarding evidence and statements

AT: states:
I elect to give ewvidence.

Accused I:
Gwallasis Filmoa.
Ferasoboa Village. Sworn on Bible.

I deny that the four stones in question belonged to 1
PWI. They belonged to my father. PWI never offered
in the Tambu house a.t I'erasoboa. It was only my father
who did that. For many years PWI has brousht no pigs there s
to off%y. I deny that that Tambu house is PWIs atall.
Walasi is my father. He is the elder of the village.
We obey him. I have nothing more to say. Noone can
wacrifice there except my father and his line. Walasi
is not my father but Walasi's youngest brother is my true
father. Therefore by custom Walasi becomes my father.




When AI8 arrived in the village A2 and I both

told him to bury Anita by Christian rites.

There were many people there. All the Accused

were present at the time. The reason why we did this
waswas because there was noone else to bury Amita and
I had become a Christian myself.I could not cet another
priest because I'm a Christian. I alsgknew that noone
'else could get a priest becausqthe whole family had
become Christians. I deny that what AI8 did spoiled
anything belonging to PPI, Falisi., Magi etc. All

of the accused took part in the burial of Anita.
After Anita died noone could sacrifice in the

Tambu place because there was no priest. Noone could
resume worship there unless they could find another
priest. Noone who did not worship the prticular
Bevils could assist. Before I became a Christian

I had a bone house in the area myself. I say I had a
right to cause AI8 to bury the bones of my ancestors
from my own bone house in the area. We had atl become
Christians and all agreed to put tur bones to rest.

XX by Morgan.

7
I say this place is Walasi's and not PWIS.
Walasi is a close relative to PWI., They are of the same
line. But PWI's father left Ferasuboa when he was a child
and was adopted by an uncle. He is of the same line but
his father stopped worshipping at Feraseboa,
According to our custom if a man goes away and ceases to
bring pigs for sacrifice he losses his right to worship.
I say that the reason why PWI came to Ferasubog when
Anita died was only because we called him in. I did not
jcall him. If P7I had brought pigs all along he could not
}/have sacrifieed them because his faher had gone
away. Up till Anita died the Tambu place was in
use for ceremonies. As far as I am aware the only people
who used the place were from Ferasaboa. There, pagans
using the place till Anita died. After Anita died \
I only destroyed owr own place. I agree that Mango Manu ee
comes from Ferasuboa but he had his own stonmes.,
Before we destroyed this place I did ask both Christians
and pagans if they objected. No pagan did object.
I do not know if the Churches have destoryed other tambu
places, But I know that when people become Christians
they destroy their tambu places. There was no objection |
because the whdle village was coming over to Christianity.
We had the right to tear down the place becade Walasi
A2 told us to. I admit I knew that the PWs and others
!l objected but they had no right. |-

—

No Re X.

X By Court: " i———
Tnside a tambu area various people have special

sacred places. Inside that area only a priest may go.
I deny that a priests body may not be buried inside the
tambu place. That it wgere it must be buried.
I know that to allow women in gftambu place is wreng
but the place stopped being tambu when Anita died and
no replacedent was there. I would say that if a
church loses its pastor and there is no successor
it ceases to be consecrated.




